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WHAT DO ‘Lords Clark and ;

Chalfant have 1% common with
ihe newsagents W_H, Smith?
What is the connection bietween

the National Assoctation of -

Schoolmasters; Toftenham Hot:
spur, the Jewish Chronicle and

avil Dimbleby? “And whit
_has Peregrine Worsthorne, that
clegant Right-winger from the
Sunday Telegraph, been doing
in he company of Councillor
Stan Yapp (Labour) of Birm-
ingham amd a Nigerian shop
steward called Matt Folarin? |

The answer Is that they are
Al members of groups CUT:
rently s;pg:lylng {or the fran-
chlses of five commereial radip
slaul?ns. two of them in Londop
(2 "News" and “General{"

station) and one each in Birm.--

ingham, Manchester and Glas

O0W. And as students of the
TV reshuffle five years ago
will recall, groups applying for
franchises are well advised,
alter assuming a serious and
responsible public face, to pre-
sent an image of racinﬁ, social
and E%l‘lﬂl‘niﬂ team-work, pull-
ing smoothly together.

The lesson has clearly been
learned, This time, however,
the consortia have more serious
problems than merely display-
ing their corporate saintliness.
ll:gstdweek_ as the]_ﬁnaidbateh of

ndon groups slipped quiet]
Into the London hemdq|.t=1rt+:;1"l‘sr
of the Independent Broadeast-
Ing Authorily for their pre-
limlnary grilling by Lord
A{lesl_une and his Board, the
following facts were becoming
plain,

The 1BA has messed upithe
figures for the potential listen-
Ing population in Lendan;:the
catchment area was seriously
over-estimated, but the con-
sortia were told this only afler
putting in their formal applica-
tions for a 1]1;1::3-?-:;;1- %ﬂ:ﬂd-
casting licence. “From the
point of wview of advartisin
revenue.” one adman  said,
“it's a horrendous situation.”

Under Government pressure
to- rush  commercial radio
through du:inﬁ this Parliamen
fary session, the IBA has beerit
unable to provide adeguate.
transmitting facilities in
London. For a year alb least,
licence holders in the capital
will have 1o put out their
medium-wave broadcasls
thraugh a wire aerial sfrung
between the Lo sooty chimneys
of London Transport's Lols
Road pawer station in low-lying
Fulham, : ;

*TU's not an aerial,” one con.
sortium chairman said in des-
pair. ** Il's a bioody clothesline ™
And the name, Radio Clothes-
ling, is beginning to stick—not
an auspicious start 1o what the
Government had hoped would
be the London pear] 1131 a nation-
wide string of 60 stations.

Huge initial losses
seen as inevitable

Then there is the pm‘biem
of frequencies. While Radio
Clothesline remains——and that
could be for at least the frst
year of the three-year contracts
—ihe two London stations will
be allocated temporary fre-
quencies. Once they get their
permanent fréquencies the lis-
tening public will have to
learn where {0 turn their dials
all over again. But even then
there will be a shag. The per-
manent wavelength of London
General will be 194 metres,
medinm band—which happens
not 1o be on the dial of many
{ransistor, car and elderly radio
sels. The medium waveband
of such sels oflen begins at
200 melires, i
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Meanwhile, {cchuical prob-
lems apart, there is an increas-
ing suspicion that the original
political coneept of truly 'fur.-:.]
radio has been allowed to go
by the board. In the view of
many smaller and possibly
more idealistic consortia, only
the big proups—such as the
one dominated by Sir Lew
Grade’s ATV—could hope {o
survive the huge initial losses
that are now seen as inevitahle.

The population of London's
catchment area (about 8 mil
lion) iy eguivalent, for exam-
e, to that of Belgium;

irmingham’s transmitter will
reach into the Black Country;
Manchester’s will include
several oullying towns; and
Glasgow's will invade large
chunks of Dunbartonshire,
Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and
Stirlingshire.

In the face of these problems,
there is increasing bewilder-
meint over the muted role being
played by Mr John Thompson,
the IBA's head of radio and
formerly senfor adviser to Mr
Christopher Chalaway.

Some consortla members sus-
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pect that one of the main tasks
of Mr Thompson, a pale,
pleasant man who once sdited
the Observer's colour magazine,
is simply to soothe those asking
the urgent guestions that have
hung over commercial radic
since his appoiniment last July.

Inquirers have found It diffi-
cilt 1o get firm answers from
Mr Thompson, so much so thal
one group of broadeasters has
started a conlest (with prizes)
o see who can elicit the most
meaningless Thompson reply.

likely winner so far is
the following authenticated
conversation: ;

Q@: Do you think A or B, Mr
Thampson?

tlr Thompson: * Well, I don't
think I could really give you
an ausiweer 1o that question.
But I can tell you this. If
you were {o think about it
and give the same reply (o
the TBA T think they would
think that that’s just about
the right answer."

FOUR YEARS AGOQ, Phil Sidey,
then manager of the BBC's
Radio Leeds, wrote in a Fabian
pamphlet that the chief charac.
teristics of commercial radio
were ' a pile of records and an

amiable ape 1o put them on"

Neither the Government nor
the IBA wants British commer-
cial radio to develop this way.
They are limiting needle-time
output to 50 per cenk: and
quakity must to a certain extent
be anticipated because the
wintiing consortia—unlike their
ITV counterparts five years ago
—miust publish their promises
as soom as they get the licences.

Even so, the discs.and-apes
repulation will be hard fo live
down. Although the Labour
Government effectively
beached the pop-pirate ships in
15966, the -pirates’ inflience on
the broadcasting climate has
continued, particularly inside a
jazzed-up BBC Radio One. If
a new approach iz (o be found
for commercial radio a lot of
things will need 1o go just
right; not only must it allract
the right kind of talent, but
the technical and finaneial basis
must be sound.

The IBA shocks
the lobhyists -

_The Conservatives' pre-elec-
tion p) e o establish 100
commereial stations if relerned
to office produced a2 kind of
euphoria amang lobbyists, some
of whom have bees. waiting
15 years for the call. But
last autumn the proliferati
eonsortia were abruptly fac
with the economic realities of
the new medium; and although
still  joyously confident to
behald, many are now quietly
wringing their hands in dismay.

‘The IBA had borrowed £2 mil-
lions of Government money to
finance the setting up of com-
mercial radio stations, includ-
ing the provision of {rans-
mitters. On Oclober 4 last
vear, the consartia learned how
the Authority intended to get
the money back — swiftly,
‘through_ large annual rentals
rising in successive years of
the contract period. -

d
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Frank Heermann
The rents were based on
Fr}pulatlun figures and meant,
or example, that the lucky
London Eeneral contractors
would pay £315,000 in its first
Yyear and £380,000 in its third:
the fizures for Manchester are
L108,000 rising to £132,000.
In Birmingham (£75,000 to
EN5,000) the news came as a
considerable shoek (o the mer-
chant bankers Singer an
Friedlander, involved in
partnership in Radio Brum (the
Worsthorre/Yapp group). The
baakers had already made
some calewlglions based on a
much lower estimated rental.
Faced with the IBA's figures
they estimated that the poten-
fial proft would be halved.
They backed off and made way
for Mr Eric Morley of Mecca
whose finaneial interests in the
Birmingham area  already
include a projected £44 million

Thnpsrm. 5onlliiu,g-wonds

Merrie England enlertainment
centre with  jousting  and
hooded executioner,

But while nther provincial
consortia gritted their teeth
and prepared for the worst (in
Manchester, where the medium-
wave transmitter will not be
ready for 18 months, Rediffu-
sion is said to be ready to lose
LI million} the London groups
were in for a bigger shock. It

came in a confidential letter B!

from the IBA a fortnight before
Christmas, alter the applica-
tions had been submitted.

In addition to broadcasts on
the medium-wave, the same
London programmes will also
go out on VHF from a trans-
mitter in Croydon, The IBA
had originally elaimed that this
would beam signals over an
assured population of 9.1 mil-
lions. But the IBA's {etter,
written in a ‘tone of con-
siderable seif-‘r]ifh!euusnﬂss,
announced that this had been
an overéstimate of some
660,000 — the VHF slgnals
would reach only about 85
millions,

The Jelter hinied that any p

contractor thinking of suing
the Authority should forget it.
The original estimate, the IBA
primly reminded the consoriia,
* did not represent the guaran-
leed coverage.or any contrac-
tual commitment ~ by the
Authority ™

The- announcement came as
a last straw after the even more
disturbing news about the pro-
blems in setting up the London
medium-wave transmitter. The
IBA “has consistently main-
tained the fiction that medium
wave is intended simply as a
“hackup™ - to  VHF—even
lhough the majority of poten-
tial lisleners, using small tran-
slstor sets or car radios, cannot
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recelve VHF. (Mr Thompson,,
when taxed with this, says:

" Everyone will have \}HF_ in
15 years" time.") .

or some months now the
IBA has been trying, without
sliccess, to get a seven-acre sile
for a cluster of 160-ft highly-
directlonal aerials needed to
beam medium-wave broadcasts
across London,

Two local authorities, Hilling-
don and Barnel, have turned
down planning permission on
three sites and the matter is
now up for appeal at the
Department of the Environ-
ment. In the meantime the
IBA has nothing to offer but
Radlo Clothesline, which
started trial {ransmissions last
week, These consisted, In part,
of a faint voice asking Seuple
to phone in if they could hear
the broadcast.

BBEC EMPLOYEES (excepting
those who, despite a BEC warn-
ing that they could be sacked,
are secretly in with the con-
sortia) have been watching this
shambles with secret amuse-
ment. One consortium member
says he tuned in to the Cor-
poration's Radio London one
nlght and heard & programme
on’ how to object 10 unsightly
edifices  being erected in
London areas.

" The IBA, however, is less than
amused. - During recent weeks
it has discovered in_the can-
didates a wearisome tendency
lo ask fundamental questions
about the power of Radio
Clothesline and the reduced
size of potential audiences.

‘Local advertising?
That's a joke’

On January 8, the Authority
-sent out ancther confidential
letter to the consortia awaiting
interviews (held Jast week) for
the London Generzl station.

" The purpose of this note,”
the letter sald, “is to give
information to reduce the need
for discussions to take place
at the interview on technieal
matters,”

The Jeiter acknowledged that
the technical matters were “ of
considerable concern to appli-
cants" but went on to add
that since it didn’t ilself know
the answers there was no point
in ialking about them.

The letter added: “ As soan
ag these malters are clarified
the autherily can enter upan
detailed discussions with those
whom it considers to be the
best applicants. These discus-
slons will cover alternative
technical proposals’ and the
appropriaie reduction of ren-
tals during-any interim period.”

The consensus among the

* consertia is that the Clothesline

their
at least

aerial  will  redoee
expectied sudience b
& third and their adu{sem have
been re-doing their sums—with
increasing gloom.

One advertising man =aid hiz
estimated adveriising revenue
of £2 millions annually would
drop by at least £650,000; and
even that was making a number
of “pretty questionable assump-
tions on the way" He was
fearful that the audiences
night be reduced below the
eritleal level which would make
them a worthwhile proposition
for natjonal advertisers. " You
can forget local advertising,™
he said. * That's a joke. 0
national advertising can affo
commerecial radio on this seala
and make it work. But JF you
rediee the site of your station
area, the nalional advertisers
will simply say, ' We've got tea-
time TV now ' and off they'll go.

* Frankly the whale Tondon

| sltuation's a dog's dinner. The

only people who can possibl
afford it now are the h]%g ‘noyﬁ
who could set their radlo losses
as a tax loss against TV profits
until they got the contract
again in 1976. You simply
woh't attract new blood.”

HUGHIE GREEN, whose con-
sortium, headed by Lord Man-
croft, has pufled aut of the
London General station fiasco
afler spending £60,000 on
research, agrees. * Only the
people with fantastic incomes
can afford it,” he said, ¥ You're
paying out 30 per eent of your
money in copyright charges
and in rent to the IBA even
before you pet four iomils:
hglf]ore you've even paid the tea

“Our Iast survey covered
London's listening habits everiy
15 minutes of the day; and it
showed that whilst we've the
finest broadcasting system in
the warld in London, taking it
on_average between Monday
and Friday, only 18.7 per eent
listen to-Radios 1, 2, 4 and
Radio Luxembourg. You've not
only got to altract 5 per cent
of that audience but to make
a profit, mate, you've got to
build, T've spent five years
- studying this and I wouldn't do
it on their terms,

H'ufghia Green was one of
the few potential conlractors
with first-hand experience of
commercial radio. When [ met
Im he was wearing a 300-
dollar wrist-watch with a 7-Up
flash -on Its face—a token of
gratitude - from the drinks
company for radic services
rendered. :

In his view, mixed-bag adver-
tising spols make little impact
on a radio audience, which
usually listens with only half
an ear while driving or ironing.

But the alternative system
of *sponsored '™ programmes,
which the blg natlonal adver-
tisers would find more atirac-
tive, iz forbidden by the Acts
guvernin% commercial broad-
casting, because of the effect
sponsorship might have on
editarial control,

Accordingly, Mr Green pro-

posed’ & scheme under which
programmes would be ** patron-
ised” by single companies
with safepuards over el itorial
content. - " Patronised” pro-
grammes, he urged, were In no
way similar to * sponsered
ones. Unhappily neither the
IBA nor Government Ministers
were able to appreclate. this
somewhat refined distinction.

Today—a mere spectator of
other men's foll e walches
the scramble for contracts with
the =atisfied ploom of a man
who knows the world is going
to end. And yet, in Mr Green's
opinion, there was no : need
(Ead hiz advice been followed)
for the consortia to prepare for
a meeting with doom.

He =ees no reason, for
example, why the IBA should
build the transmitters and rent
them out. The consortia, says
Mr Green, could have done it
more cheaply themselves. In
London the fotal rent over
three years for the General
station will be more than
£1 mhilion. " But why do it
that way at all?" Mr Green
asks, “We could have bor-
rowed the money and built our
own transmitter. Allowing for
depreciation it would
£700,000 and that's doing it
rich. If you're kicked out after
thres years then at least you'd
have an asset. Now you're
being asked to pay for some-
thing which isn't yours and
never will ke, -

Whatever successive Minls-
ters of Post or the IBA
{hought of Mr Green a5 &
potential cog (or spanner) in
their scheme for an intellec-
fually uplifting commercial
radio service, it Is clear that

they have been discomforted:

by his well-researched and
increasingly pessimislic views.
*_And yet there are glimmers
of hope. For all its apparent
helplessness In the face of
severe technical problems the
IBA seems to be playing a
sure, if cautious, political game
behind the scenes. * Don't
worry,” Lord Aylestone, the
IBA chairman, told one of the
smaller consortia at a recent
meeting “It's in the right
hands.”

But whose? Lord Willis,
executive chairman of one of
the London consortia, goes so
{ar as to suggest that the whole
unhappy set-up in the capital
is the worl of “ a sinister con-
splracy " fostered by big finan-
cial interests who want to panie
the TBA into giving stations
only to those groups that can
stand big initial fosses.

It is a startling propasition.
But, then, simp|]¥ by posing it
Lord Willis iz ofie
warning to the IBA as it settles
down to chew its consortia cud.
Soniewhere along the line the
Aulhority has a duty, commer-
cial interests apart, to Keep
amiable apes out of Britain's
commereial radio stations,

ring a public.

cost |
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The hopefuls...

COMSORTIA apglying for radia contracls are mob chfiged publicly to reveal fhelr
membership—or even thelr existence. The fist (below 2ad op page 14) i of
some of the mese prominent. gravpings known to have beea prepariag suhmissins
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Manchester.

|[0MDON GEHERAL STATIO

Hetwork Radie: Chairman, Lord " Ted ™ Whilis. manpging
direcler, Meil French Blake [ex BBC Radio Plymouth);
Tony Smith lex BEC TV); Med -Sherrim; Bobby-Marmor
{preperly develaper); Pamela Carmichael lediter of{Shel
Denis Barkway (Leader Bromley councill.

Local Radio Servlces: Chairman, John Whitney (a founder
of Lecal” Radio Associafion pressure growpl; managing
direchor, Michae| Metcalfe (chief executive TV Inlernatienal
Enterprises); Philip Waddilove [flm producer); Babert
Stigwoed {impresariol. This group is new believed lo be
arranging an affince wilh one of the aiber consorifa.
Radio Ficcadilly: Doseen Stephens [ex London Weekend TV
executivel; Lord Clark [of ™ Civilisafion™): Lord Chaliont;
Jobn McMillan (fermer Redifiusion T¥ boss): W. H. Smilh
Inewsagenis). 5
Capital Radlo: Chairman, Bichard Aflenborough: Bryan
Forbes; Michael Flint {fermer head Paramount Piclores UR);
David Jecobs; Redifiusion The Observer: Lecal Mews of
London [representing 24 local newspaper groups]; Birciay
Bartlay-White (Weybridge dental sorgesnl.

Artlsts in Radio (AIR): Chairman, Alistair McAlpine: [s0n
of builder Sir Robertl; Peler Hall {director designate
Nafiomal Theatre); Peter Davis (film maker]: John Costells
[Bow Grouper); Michael Kustow (farmer head of Instilute
of Conlemporary “Aris]; Watneys; Biba; Pilmans -ipub-
lishers): Exchange and Mart.

ATY Greup: Chairman, Hormaa Collins (ex BEC/ITY execu.
- fivel; Sic Lew Grade; David Dimbleby: Alex Jarratt lof
IPCY; three trade imions (General and Mimicipal, Schook
masters and ETU); Tatienham Hotspur; Jewish Chromicle; RAC,

LOKDOH MEWS STATION

hswociated Hewspapers Gromp: Londen Evening Hews;
famoan Andrews: 3 London weekly newspapars; Fhilip
Burch {ex-boss Radio London); AL: London Co-op.

lendon Hews Consortium: Combines Trident Televicion
[Yorkshire and TyneJees), Heme Covnbies Hewspapers,
City Sounds and a group of over 30 radin, TV and
newspaper journalists, including Anthony Samgson, Nicholas
Faith and Tony Elliofi {publisher of Time Quil. Chairman,
Sir Kenneth Youmger: managing dicectar, Bill Macdomald
[former adverfising bureau chiefl; Sir Genffrey Cox
{former head of ITH): James Evans (Times Hewspapers
lawyerl, and Michael Sissons ililerary agent). :
Grealer Lomdom Radio: Chairmam, 5ir Con O'Neii {former.
deputy Under-Secretary of Stale, FOI: depuly chairman,
Denis  Hamillen . (chairman and  editorinechiel  Times
Rewspapers); Times Mewspapers; Unifed Mewspapers;
Thames TV; IPC; Guardian Newspapers: Rank Droanisafion:
Hatiznal Wesiminsler Bank.

* Radiopolis: & good music group formed by TV presenter Brian
Connell and heawily backed by masic esfablishment,
Supperters include Sir Tulton Beamish, Tery MP, Steghen
Banarjee -[former head of BBC radia current affairs), Lean
Geossens and the Duke of Badford. Wanls 1o provide classical
music programmes, possibly filling in belween the nows
malerial provided By ene of the news consertia.
MANCHESTER

Greater Manchester Radie: Chairman, Mol Pearsen
{salicitor]; managing director, Bill Cheevers (enginsering
dicecler, Granzda TV1; Sir John Fesler, QC: Lord Wright
[relired coften union leader): Antkony Blond [london
pubfisher]; Dr Michael Winstenley (broadcasler and ex
Liberal MPI; Sir Paul Bryan (Tory MP, onefime parly
breadcasting spokesman and unlil recently a junior Minisier,
Represents Gramada TV); Dame Kathleen Olferenshaw
leducationalisl); and local newspapees  susrounding
CONTINUED OR NEXT PAGE

diffusion {againi),

| BIRMINGHAM

_—

continved from preceding page

Manchester Radlo Yolce: - Chairman,
Lord Hewleit (Manchester industrialist);
Ald. Bernard Langion (former Lord
Mayor); Manchester -Evening News: Re-

| Radio Red Rose: A group with low-key
publicity believed to contain Peter Hug:
geth, Des 0'Connor’s road manager.

‘Radio ‘Brum:. Chairman, Bertie Rose (a
Neville Group. director); business, secial,
trade Union and political leaders; Anthony
_ & | Blond (London publisher); Eric Morley
8- | (of: Mecca); John-Stanley [formerly of
Pye, hélped establish Radie Manx); Giles
Playfaje [criminologist}; Peregrine Wors-
thorne {Depuly “Editor, Sunday Tele-
-graph); slation manager, David Davies
{helped set up Radio Luxembourg).
Birmingham Independent Radio: Chair-
man, John- Saville [Induskialist); James
Masen {union official); John Madin {archi-
‘| tect); Clifford*Coombs (chairman, Birm
ingham City football clubl; Bernard Ziss-

Radio consortia

man {clothing shops owner]; Derek Sal
berg limpresario). Station manager,
Dennis Maitland (former sales director,
Radio - Luxembourg); Oloa Franklin
{journalist]; -Frank Windsor = (" Softly
Softly ™ copl; Jill Xnight (Tory MP, Edg-
basfon}. i

Bigminghiam Broadcasting: Birmingham
Past and Mail; ATY and ethers.
GLASGOW

Badle Glasgow: Chairman, Sir Donald
Liddle {former Glasgow Llord Provest);
Scottish Daily Record {IP(-Newspaper);
17 independent Scottish.weekly news.
papers; John Menzies (newsagent group);
flutchinson engineering; the Bank of
Scotland; Jimmy Logan (impresarie and
entertainer],

Radio Clyde: Chairman, lan Chapman
{Collins, publishers]; managing director,
James Gordon (political and TV com.
mentator); Professor Esmond Wright
{former Tory MP); Scottish:TV; Glasgow
Co-op; Stenhouse Group; Sean Connery's
Scottish Educafional Trust: George Out-
ram (publishers of Glasgow: Herald].
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